TAX BILL SUPPORT 
Sen. Marco Rubio is the latest 
holdout on the GOP tax plan. A3 
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NET NEUTRALITY 


FCC 
Repeals 


Web 
Rules 


Internet Providers 
Can Now Alter 
Speed Of Websites 


By BRIAN FUNG 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Federal regula- 
tors voted Thursday to allow internet 
providers to speed up service for 
websites they favor — and block or 
slow down others — in a decision 
repealing landmark, Obama-era 
regulations overseeing broadband 
companies such as AT&T and Veri- 
zon. 

The move by the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission to deregulate 
the telecom and cable industries was 
a prominent example of the policy 
shifts taking place in Washington 
under President Donald Trump and a 
major setback for consumer groups, 
tech companies and Democrats who 
had lobbied heavily against the deci- 
sion. 

The 3-2 vote, which was along 
party lines, enabled the FCC’s Repub- 
lican chairman, Ajit Pai, to follow 
through on his promise to repeal the 
government’s 2015 net neutrality 
rules, which required internet pro- 
viders to treat all websites, large and 
small, equally. The agency also re- 
jected some of its own authority over 
the broadband industry in a bid to 
stymie future FCC officials who 
might seek to reverse the Republican- 
led ruling. 

The result was a redrawing of the 
FCC’s oversight powers, at a time of 
rapid transformation in the media 
and technology sectors. 

The vote has also cast a spotlight 
on Pai, once a little-known regulator, 
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12 CAMPUSES TO JOIN 


Board of regents endorses merging 
the state’s 12 community colleges. B1 
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SANDY HOOK MASSACRE 


FIVE YEARS 
OF GRIEF 


UCONN ON TEAM USA 
Ten UConn women named to USA 
Basketball National Team pool. C1 


HIGH NEAR31 *%* 


AH Cloudy, chilly, chance 
for snow later. A2 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2017 


EWTOWN - Tears, prayers, 
reflection and hope flowed 
across the state Thursday as 
Connecticut remembered 
what many say was the worst day in its 
history. Church doors opened for special 


services, there were observations in 
schools and offices, and flags flew at 
half-staff on the five-year anniversary of 


BRAD HORRIGAN | BHORRIGAN@COURANT.COM 


EUGENE PREVIDI prays at a Mass at St. Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Church in Newtown for those lost in the Sandy Hook shootings five 
years ago. Eugene is the grandfather of Caroline Previdi, 6, one of the victims. At top, a green heart is tacked to a telephone pole in town. 


State, Nation Remember The 26 Lives Lost In Newtown 


By REBECCA LURYE 
and KEN BYRON 


rlurye@courant.com 


a subdued tone, “I did a service for the 
students in our school and they were stone 
silent, they understood the gravity of the 


the horrible day when 20 children and six day” 


Elementary School. 


educators were killed at Sandy Hook 


St. Rose of Lima in Newtown was filled 
to capacity Thursday night as parishioners 
gathered to remember those lost. Before 
the Mass Monsignor Robert Weiss said, in 


Two Masses were held in the morning, 
but many people came to St. Rose on their 
own during the day. There were church 
services held all around Newtown and 
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DoNo Parcels Draw Interest 


Developers Flock To 
Ballpark For Information 


By JENNA CARLESSO 


jcarlesso@courant.com 


HARTFORD — The deadline to submit bids for 


CABLE WOES 


Disney-Fox Deal 
Benefits ESPN 


Rights To Sports Content Included 


the development of properties around Dunkin’ 
Donuts Park is still months away, but several 
companies signaled interest in the project Thurs- 


= DUNKIN” DONUTS PARK = 


day, turning up in Hartford to ask questions and 
see the parcels up close. 

City leaders issued a call last month for firms to 
build on 32 properties across four pieces of land 
near the newly opened minor league ballpark, an 
effort meant to link Hartford’s bustling downtown 


JENNA CARLESSO | JCARLESSO@COURANT.COM 


Washington Post 


based ESPN. 
Disney will acquire 


tion of cable channels 


By MATT BONESTEEL 


Behind Disney’s deal to acquire a 
massive package of 21st Century Fox 
assets is massive windfall for Bristol- 


Sports Regional Networks, a collec- 


antitrust muster, this portion of the 
pact could have a seismic impact on 
Disney-owned ESPN, rearranging a 
business model that until recently 
was thought to be the cause of the 
network’s well-documented finan- 
cial problems. 

For starters, ESPN will be acquir- 
ing a massive amount of new 
content, as Fox Sports’ 22 regional 


the Fox 


that are 


to its North End. 


Representatives from more than a dozen 
organizations came to the baseball stadium 


DEVELOPERS, A4 


CAITLIN PALMER, chief of zoning 
administration, left, and Jamie Bratt, director 
of planning and economic development, talk 
about Hartford’s downtown north project 
Thursday at Dunkin’ Donuts Park. 


broadcast to local subscribers across 
the country. (Fox Sports, the FS1 and 
FS2 networks and the Big Ten 
Network will remain with Fox.) 
Assuming the deal passes federal 


sports networks control the local 
cable rights to the following profes- 
sional teams: 


ESPN, A4 


UPS Delays Get Worse 


United Parcel Service delays have 
gotten worse as the world’s biggest 
package delivery company struggles 
to cope with a surge in online 
shopping that FedEx Corp. handles in 
stride. World & Nation, Page A6 


Decades Of Activism 


Rosa Morales, 82, is recognized for 
her years of service advocating for 
Hartford’s Behind the Rocks 


Back To The Capitol 


The state legislature will holda 
special session after Christmas to 
restore $54 million in cuts to the 
Medicare Savings Program that could 
affect more than100,000 people. The 
session will be held between Dec. 26 
and 29. Connecticut, Page B1 


Millstone In The Black 


The Millstone Power Station in 
Waterford is expected to be 


Central Assistant Gone 
Assistant CCSU men’s basketball 
coach Anthony Anderson’s leave of 
absence has turned into his 
resignation. Sports, Page Cl 


‘The Last Jedi’ Review 
Rian Johnson’s first “Star Wars” film 
is clever, nostalgic and imaginative. 
Living, Page D1 


neighborhood. Morales is best known profitable for years to come, $2.00 copyright 2017 

for the creation of the Alexander according to preliminary results from The Hartford Courant Co. 

Goldfarb Memorial Park. a study that Gov. Dannel P. Malloy 71215 
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Wheels For 
Wishes sos 


Make-A-Wish® 
Connecticut 


$ Fiet, Vehicle Pickup AMY WHERE 
"We Aitai All Vehicles Running or Mat 


We Also Also Accept Bots, Motaneyches & RV's 
Fully Ta Tox Deductible 


WheelsForWishes.org Call: (860) 249-8947 


* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation. 


